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Amendmepts to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versioiis, and listing, of claims in die 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Original) A method for inhibiting reading of an optical disc, comprisii]^ the 
following steps: 

(a) providing an optical disc comprising machine-readable, infonnation- 
encoding features, and a reading-inhibit agent, said inhibit agent activated 
by optical radiation and operative, once activated, to alter the disc to 
inhibit reading and to provide a shoit effective life for the disc; 

(b) providing a reading device operative to read the disc, said reading 
device comprising a source of optical radiation; and 

(c) reading the disc with the source while concurrently activating the 
inhibit agent with optical radiation &om the source. 

2. (Original) A method for inhibiting reading of an optical disc, said method 
comprising the following steps: 

(a) providing an optical disc comprising: 

machine-readable, information-encoding features; 

a barrier layer releasably coupled to the disc, said barrier layer 

configured to prevent machine reading of the features; and, 

a reading-inhibit ag^t, included in the disc and activated by 
removal of the barrier layer, said reading-inhibit agent 
operative, once acdvated, to initially allow reading of the 
disc, and then to alter the disc to inhibit reading of the disc; 
then 

(b) removing the barrier layer to allow machine reading of the feaiures and 
to activate the reading inhibit agent; then. 
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(c) reading the disc after removal of the banier layer but before the disc is 
altered by the reading inhibit agent to inhibit reading of the disc; and then, 

(d) said reading-inhibit agent then altering the disc to provide a short 
effective life for the disc. 

3. (Original) The invention of claim 2 wherein flie disc comprises a first surface, 
wherein the features are adjacent the first surfiwe, wherein the inhibit agent is adjactot the 
features: and wherein the barrier layer is adjacent the inhibit agent. 

4. (Original) The invention of claim 2 wherein the disc comprises a translucent layer 
operative to transmit a beam of light toward the features, wherein the inhibit agent is 
incorporated in or adjacent to the translucent layer, and wher^ the barrier layer 
comprises a sheet adjacent the translucent layer. 

5. (Original) The invention of claim 2 wherein the disc comprises a reflective film, 
and wherein the inhibit agent comprises a corrosion-enhancing agent disposed in or 
adjacent to the reflective film. 

6. (Original) The invention of claim 2 wherein the inhibit agent is operative, once 
activated, to alter a physical dimension of the disc. 

7. (Original) A method for inhibiting reading of an optical disc, said method 
comprising the following steps: 

(a) providing an optical disc comprising: 

machine-readable, infomiation-encoding features; 
a barrier layer releasably coupled to the disc; and, 
a reading-inhibit agent, incltided in the disc and operative after 

removal of the barrier layer to initially allow reading of the 
disc, and then to automatically alter the disc to inhibit 
reading the disc; 
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(b) removing the barrier layo: so fiie reading-inhibit agent becomes 
operative; then, 

(c) reading the disc after removal of the barrier layer but before the disc is 
altered by the reading-inhibit agent to inhibit reading of the disc; and then, 

(d) said reading-inhibit agent then altering the disc to provide a short 
eiTective life for the disc. 



8. (Currently Amended) An optical media system comprising: 

an optical disc having a first oubotrat e and a oooond gubstrato, whoroin at 
least ono of paid first gubotrato and said sooond eubstrato bas 
information encoding features therein^ and further comprising fluid 
communication pathways extending from at least a first position in 
the optical disc to at least a portion of the information encoding 
features; and 

a reservoir located, at leasts at the fi rst position in the optical disc holding 
an agent having properties to automatioally - i nhibit the ability to 
optically read at least the portion of the information encoding 
features, the reservoir being in fluid communication with flie fluid 
communication pathways in the optical disc; and 

a package enclosing the optical disc. 

9. (Currently Amended) The optical media system of claim 8 wherein the agent 
includes a corrosive agent to cause a controlled corrosion process of at least the portion of 
said {he information encoding features. 

10. (Original) The optical media system ofclaim 8 wherein the package controls the 
fluid communication of the agent into the fluid commimication pathways. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The optical media system of claim 8 wherein the agent 
includes a fluid to degrade optical characteristics of at least a portion of the optical disc. 
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12. (Currently Amended) An optical media comprising: 

g firot substrate ood a is e cond oubstrate, whcaroin at loaot ono of said first 
subotrato and said flooond substrnto has ap optical disc having 
infomiation encoding features therein: and 

said optica l disc furthe r comprigmg a reservoir holding a fluid which, 
when released, automatically i nhibits the ability to optically read 
least a snb set of said ^infoimation encoding features. 

13. (Currently Amended) The optical media of claim 12, forlher comprising a label, 
wherein removal of the label causes the fluid to be release d from the reservoir . 

14. (CuiTCTtly Amended) The optical media of claim 1 2, wherein the fluid comprises 
a limited play agent to limit the playing time of at least a portion of saig ifee media. 

1 5 . (Currently Amended) The optical media of claim 1 3, further comprising a 
passage, wherein the passage provides a flow path between the reservoir and at least a 
portion of said ^information encoding features, and wherein the contents of the 
reservoir are released into the passage ttpon removal of the labeL 

16. (Currently Amended) An optical media system comprising: 

fiubstrate and oaid gocond oubotrat e has - i nformation encoding 
features; aad 
a reservoir with read inhibiting agent; and 

a mechanism to control the flow of the read inhibit agent to flutomoliooUy 
alter the ability to optically read at least a portion of said ^ 
information encoding features. 
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17. (Currently Amended) A method for limiting the amoimi of time to read at least a 
EQltiojiof information stored on an optical media, comprising the acts of: 

(a) providing an optical media comprising: 

g firGt oubstrato and g cooond oubGtrato, whoroin at leoot ono of said 

firct subfitrat e and ooid oooond oubctrato ha a- i nfomiation 

encoding features; and 
a reservoir having an agent that, when released from the reservoir, 

automgtioally i nhibits the ability to read at least a portion of 

said Ite information encoding feature and 

(b) at least partially enclosing the media in a package, the removal of 
which causes the release of the reading inhibit agent from the 
reservoir, 

18. (Currendy Amraded) An optically-readable medium comprising: 

an information encoded region, said infomiation encoded region readable 
by an optical beam from g Lon optically roadabl e modiuia a- reading 
device; mA 

at least one access limiting agent is-bounded by the opticaUy readable 
medium, said at least one access limiting agent automaticaH y 
^ibfts-inhibitine the reading of at least a portion of said 
information encoded region by the optical beam afier a 
predetermined period of time; wherein said at least one access 
limiting agent prov ides a short effective life for said opticallv- 
readahle medhim^ and 

an enclosure enclosing said optically readable medium. 

19. (Currently Amended) The optically readable medium accordmg to HaiTn 
18, wherein said at least one access limiting agent is in communication with Ae at 
least ea^-ef-a portion of said information encoded regionr^gAthe optjogl boam. 
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20. (Currently Amended) The optically readable medium according to claim 18. 
wherein said at least one access limiting agent is located in the eptkal-path of the optical 
bea m Scorn the reading device . 

21 . (Original) The optically-readable medium according to claim 1 8, wherein said at 
least one access limiting agent is an oxidizable material. 

22. (Original) The optically-readable mediuna according to claim 18, wherein said at 
least one access limiting agent is a dye. 

23 . (Currently Amended) The optically-readable medium according to claim 22, 
wherein said dye is initially Bubstaotial^ nQn-interfering with the optical beam and 
transforms to a state that fl a bstantially i nterferes with the optical beam after said 
predetermined period of time. 

24. (Original) The optically-readable medium according to claim 22, wherein said dye is 
an oxidizable dye. 

25. (Currently Amended) The optically-readable medium according to claim 3318, 
wherein said at least one access limiting agent inhibits reading of Ae at least a portion of 
said information encoded region by absorbing light from the optical beam. 

26. (Currently Amended) The optically-readable medium according to claim 18, 
wherein said information encoded region jfr comprises a reflective layer. 

27. (Currently Amended) The optically-readable medium according to claim 26, 
wherein said at least one access limiting agent affects the reflectivity of flis at least a 
portion of the reflective layer. 

28. (Original) The optically-readable medium according to claim 18, wherein said at 
least one access limiting agent is a hygroscopic material. 
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29. (Original) The optically-readable medium according to claim 18, further comprising 
a semi-permeable film, said semi-permeable film located on the optically-readable 
medium, said semi-pemieable film regulates said predetermined period of time. 

30. (Original) The optically-readable medium according to claim 18, wherein said 
enclosure is a package that is semi-penneable to at least one ambient atmospheric 
condition. 

31. (Original) The optically-readable medium according to claim 18, wherein said 
enclosure is a package that is a barrier between the optically readable medium and ambient 
atmospheric conditions. 

32. (Original) The optically-readable medium according to claim 18, wherein said 
enclosure is physically coupled to said optically readable medium. 

33. (Currently Amended) The optically-readable medium according to claim 18, 
wherein said at least one access limiting agent is a photolytiQ material activated bv optical 
radiation , 

34. (Original) The optically-readable medium according to claim 18, wherein said at 
least one access limiting agent is a photoreactive material. 

35. (Cancelled) 

36. (Cancelled) 

37. (Currently Amended) The optically-readable medium according to claim 1 8, 
wherein said at least one access limiting agent optically masks the at least a portion of the 
infomiation encoded regio n oftor a prodotonnim x l period of tim e. 

38. (Currently Amended) The optically-readable medium according to claim 1 8, 
wherein said predetermined period of time is determined by the number of times the at 
least a portion of the information encoded region is read by the optical beam. 
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39. (Currently Amended) The optically-readable medium according to claim 1 8, 
wherein said at least one access limiting agent corrodes Ae at least a portion of the 
information encoded regio n aftcar a prodotonnin e d poriod of timo . 

40. (Cuirmtly Amended) The optically-readable medium according to claim 1 8, 
wherein said at least one access limiting agent> once activated, increases Oke-optical 
scattering of ^ at least a portion of the information encoded regio n after tho 
pr e d e teiminod pcariod of timo . 

41 . (Currently Amended) The optically-readable medium according to claim 1 8, 
wherein said at least one access limiting agent, once activated, automatioally -inhibits 
reading by the optical beam by promoting ibe^eteiioration of the at least a portion of the 
data >information encoded region. 

42. (Currently Amended) The optically-readable medium according to claim 1 8, 
wherein said access limiting agent, once activated, Gubatantially i nterferes with the optical 
r e ading b ea m aft e r the prodotoiminod period of tigte . 

43. (Original) The optically readable medium according to claim 18, wherein said at 
least one access limiting agent is contained in microcs^sules. 

44. (Original) The optically readable medium according to claim 18, wherein said 
enclosure is physically coupled to said at least one access-limiting agent. 

45. (Original) The optically readable medium according to claim 18, wherein said 
enclosure is a package that controls the environment surrounding the optically readable 
medimn. 

46. (Original) The optically-readable medium according to claim 1 8, wherein said 
enclosure is a package that maintains an environment within the package that is separate 
and distinct from ambient environmental conditions found outside the package. 
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47. (Cuirently Amended) The optically readable medium according to claim 1 8, 
wherein said enclosure is a banier layer Qiat maintains the environmental conditions 
within the optically readable medium. 

48. (Currently Amended) An optically-readable medium comprising; 

a means for storing encoded data, said encoded data is readable by an 
optical beam fiom a oprioolly r e adoblQ m edwBhreading device; 
and 

a means for automaticaB y-preventiog the optical beam fiom reading e&ai 
least a portion of said encoded data after a predetermined period of 
time. 

49. (Currently Amended) An optically-readable medium comprising: 

an infomiation encoded region^ said information encoded region readable 
by an optical beam fi^om a optically r e adable medium re ading 
device; 

an enclosure ^closing said optically-readable medium; and 
an oxidizable dye located in fee as optical path of the optical beam, 
wherein said oxidizable dye automatically t ransitions fiom a first state thai 
is s ubstantiall y n oninterfering with the reading of at least a portion 
of the infomiation encoded region to a second state that 
oubotontially i nhibits the reading of at least a portion of the 
information encoded region after a predetemiined period of time 
fi:om removal of the optically-readable medium fix)m the 
enclosur e, wherein said oxidizable dve provides a short effective 
hfe for said opticallv readable mediimi . 

50. (Currently Amended) An optically^readable medium comprising: 

an information encoded region, said infomiation encoded region readable 
by an optical beam from a e ptioally roodaM e m e diunH :eading 
device; mi 
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an enclosure enclosing said optically-readable medium; and 

an oxidimg agent in communication with at least a portion of said 

infoimatioD encoded region, 
wherein said oxidizing agent automatically oxidizes at least a portion of 
said infoimation encoded region after a predetermined period of 
time from removal of the optically readable medium fi»m the 
aiclosur e and wherein said oxidizing agent provides a short 
eCFective life for said optically readable medimn. 

5 1 . (Currently Amended) An optically-readable medium comprising: 

an information encoded region, said information encoded region readable 
by an optical beam from a optioolly roadablo m edimMreading 
device; aad 

an enclosure enclosing said optically*readable medium; and 
a physical defomiation agent bounded by the optically readable medium, 
wherein said physical deformation agent outomatioall>^ physically deforms 
at least a portion of said optically-readable medium after a 
predetemtined period of time from removal of the optically 
readable medium from die enclosur e and wherein said physical 
deformation age nt provides a short effective life for said optically- 

52. (Currently Amended) An optically-readable medium comprising: 

an information encoded region, said information encoded region readable 
by an optical beam from an optically-readable medium reading 
device; and 

a physical deformation agent bounded by the optically readable medium, 
wherein said physical deformation agent automatically deforms at least a 
portion of said optically readable medium after a predetermined 
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period of tim e and wherein said physical deformation agent 
provides a short effective life for said opticallv-readflhie medium . 

* 

53. (Currently Amended) A limited play optically-readable disc, comprising: 

at least one substrate having information encoding feanires with a 

reflective surface to reflect an i aoid e nt optical read beam so that 

the optical read beam may read the infonnation encoding features; ' 
and 

a limited play agent in at least one optical path, defined between an 

exterior surface of the disc and the reflective surface, said limited 
play agent being outomatically operable in response to an ambient 
air condition to inhibit the ability of the optical read beam to read 
at least a portion of the infonnation encoding features 

wherein saiH Mmh^ pl av agent provides a short effective life for said 
opticallv readable disc. 

54. (Currently Amended) A limited play optically-readable disc, comprising: 

at least one substrate having information encoding features with a 

reflective surface to reflect an incident optical read beam so that 
the optical read may read the infonnation encoding features; and 

a limited play agent in the disc that, once operative, automatiog Hy^istorts 
at least a p ortion of the infonnation encoding features to limit the a 
playing time of the disc 

wherein said limited pla v aeent t^rovides a short effective life for wd 
opticallv readable disc. 

55. (Currently Amended) A limited play optically-readable disc, comprising: 

at least one substrate having information encoding features with a 

reflective surface to reflect an inoidont o ptical read beam so that 
the optical read beam may read the infonnation encoding features; 
and 
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a limited play agent in at least one ep^ec^paih^ defined between an 

exterior surface of the disc and the reflective sur^e, said limited 
play agent being operable to outomatically detCTiorate tt ^at least a 
subset of reflective properties of the reflective siuface 

wherein said limited nlav agent provides a short effective h'fe for said 
opticallv readable disc. 

56. (Currently Amended) A limited play optically-readable disc» comprising: 
at least one substrate having information »coding features with a 

reflective surface to reflect an inoidont optical read beam so that 
the optical read beam may read the infomiation encoding features; 
and 

a limited play agent to automati efdly capable of distortin g the geometry of 
the disc and thereby tnhihitiyifr wbauto the ability to read at least a 
portion of the infomiation encoding features 

wherein said limited plav agent provides a short effective life for said 
opticallv readable dific > 

5 7. (Currently Amended) A limited play optically-readable disc system, comprising: 
a limited play optical disc having a limited play agent that, once operative, 
automaticall y- t ime limits the ability to read at least a portion of 
infonnation encoded in the disc; and 
a package system enclosing the disc, wherein removal of the disc fiom the 
package system triggers the limited play agent into operation, 
wherein said limited plav a p ;ent provides a short effective life for 
said QPticallv-readable disc to timo limit tho playability of tbft r\]r , r. 
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58. (Currently Amended) A limited play optically-readable disc system, comprising: 

a limited play optical disc having a limited play agmt that, once operative, 
antomalioolly l imits the ability to read at least a portion of 
information encoded in the disc to a predetermined number of 
times; and 

a package system enclosing flie disc, wherein removal of the disc from the 
package system triggers the limited play agent into operation 
wherein said limited plav agent provides a short effective life far 
said ODticallv readable diao to limit tho plQyahiTit3.r nf thn /^ir,n 

59. (Cuixenily Amended) An optically-readable medium comprising: 

an information encoded region, said infomiation encoded region readable 
by an optical beam from aa optically - r e adable modium r eading 
device;^ 

at least one access limiting agent in communication with at least one of a 
portion of said information encoded region and the optical beam, 
said at least one access limiting agent automatically inhibits 
reading of at least a portion of said information encoded region by 
the optical beam after a predetexmined period of time; and 

an enclosure enclosing said optically-readable mediu m wherein said at 

least one limited p lav agent provides a short effective life for said 
ODticallv-readable medinm. 
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60. (Currently Amended) A limited play optically-readable medium, comprising: 

at least one substrate havii^g informatioin encoding features with a 

reflective surface to reflect an incidrat optical read beam so that 
the optical read beam may read the information encoding features; 
and 

a limited play agent that, once operative, automatioall3^p revents at least a 
portion of the infomiation encoding featmes of tho limited play 
optioQlly roadobl e medium fr om being read by the incident optical 
read beam wherein said limited pla y agent provides a short 
effective life for said ooticallv-readable nneriiiiiii. 

61. (Cuirently Amended) An optically-readable medium comprising: 

an information encoded region, said information encoded region readable 
by an optical beam from a.aft optioally - ro a dabl e m e diu» - r eading 
device; emd 

at lease one access limiting agent affixed to the optically-readable 
medium, wherein said at least one access limiting agent 
automaticotl y-inhibits reading of at least a portion of said 
infoimation encoded region by the optical beam after a 
predetemiined period of time; and 

an enclosure enclosing said optically readable medium wherein said 
access^limiting a^ent provides a short effective life for said 

Optioallv-re adable Tnedhitr> 
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